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Marco Rubio, Johnny Isakson, Kelly 
Ayotte, Ben Sasse, Deb Fischer, John 
Boozman, David Vitter, Tim Scott, 
Roger F. Wicker, Richard C. Shelby, 
Michael B. Enzi, Roy Blunt. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST 
Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 

consent that at 9:30 a.m. Friday, the 
Senate proceed to vote in relation to 
the following amendments in the order 
listed: Sullivan No. 67, Cardin No. 75, 
Murkowski No. 98, Flake No. 103, Cruz 
No. 15, Moran No. 73, and Daines No. 
132; further, that all amendments on 
the list be subject to a 60-vote affirma-
tive threshold for adoption and no sec-
ond degrees be in order to the amend-
ments. I ask consent that there be 2 
minutes of debate equally divided be-
tween each vote and that all votes 
after the first in the series be 10- 
minute votes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, now 
that we have purged the calendar of 
five of the six Democratic amend-
ments, the majority leader tells us it is 
time to vote. 

It doesn’t strike me that this is in 
the best interest of what we are trying 
to achieve. We are going back and forth 
in a bipartisan, constructive fashion. I 
would like to ask the majority leader 
is he prepared to be in session tomor-
row and to consider Democratic and 
Republican amendments and work 
through the list, including the ones he 
just tabled? 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Does the Senator 
from Illinois intend to object to my 
consent? 

Mr. DURBIN. What I am asking is to 
try to amend this so it does have some 
balance. The majority leader men-
tioned one Democratic amendment and 
at least five or six Republican amend-
ments to be considered tomorrow. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. We just had votes 
on Democratic amendments that the 
Senator’s Members offered and he 
didn’t want to agree to have a vote. 

Mr. DURBIN. The RECORD will reflect 
the spirited debate on those amend-
ments when the majority leader 
wouldn’t even give the authors 60 sec-
onds to describe what was in the 
amendment. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Am I correct the 
Senator from Illinois is going to ob-
ject? 

Mr. DURBIN. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, for 
the information of all Senators, the 
next vote will be Monday, at 5:30 p.m. 
The assistant Democratic leader and I 
have agreed to announce no more votes 
tonight. 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SCOTT). The clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the order for the quorum 
call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to a period of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BEN RICHMOND 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
rise to pay tribute to a great Ken-
tuckian and a man who has dedicated 
his entire career to promoting civil 
rights and helping people. My good 
friend Ben Richmond, the longtime 
president and CEO of the Louisville 
Urban League, recently announced his 
impending retirement from that posi-
tion. Mr. Richmond has served as presi-
dent and CEO of the Louisville Urban 
League for nearly 30 years-since 1987. 

Mr. Richmond is a civil rights cham-
pion who has led a venerable civil 
rights institution such as the Louis-
ville Urban League to new heights. 
Under his tenure, the Louisville Urban 
League has promoted job training and 
education for many in Louisville’s Af-
rican-American community. His body 
of work is so outstanding that in 2007 
he received from the city the Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Freedom Award, a 
recognition for a local activist who is 
dedicated to King’s principles and who 
has promoted peace, equality, and jus-
tice. 

Since Mr. Richmond took over the 
Louisville Urban League, the staff has 
grown from around 20 to 30 and the an-
nual budget grown from under $1 mil-
lion to around $3.3 million. Mr. Rich-
mond is the driving force for fund-
raising for the budget. 

The Louisville Urban League placed 
more than 200 people in jobs last year 
with a combined annual income of 
nearly $5 million. It helped about 1,000 
prepare for finding employment 
through career expos, job training, re-
ferrals, and career counseling. It also 
has many programs to help youth and 
seniors. 

The Louisville Urban League is near-
ly halfway towards realizing their goal 
of seeing 15,000 local African Americans 
earn college degrees between 2012 and 

2020. Mr. Richmond oversaw the Louis-
ville Urban League’s move to a new 
headquarters in 1990. And under Mr. 
Richmond’s tenure, the Louisville 
Urban League was just one of 13 Urban 
League affiliates nationwide to receive 
a top score in a self-audit required by 
the National Urban League. 

We are lucky, that after his retire-
ment, Mr. Richmond plans on staying 
in Louisville. Our city can continue to 
benefit from his wisdom and experi-
ence. I want to wish my good friend 
Mr. Ben Richmond all the best in re-
tirement, and I ask my Senate col-
leagues to join me in congratulating 
Ben for his successful tenure at the 
helm of the Louisville Urban League. 
The city of Louisville and the State of 
Kentucky have certainly benefitted 
immeasurably by his many efforts over 
the decades. 

The Louisville Courier-Journal news-
paper recently published an article ex-
tolling Mr. Ben Richmond’s many ac-
complishments. I ask unanimous con-
sent that said article be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the Courier-Journal, Jan. 21, 2015] 
URBAN LEAGUE CEO RICHMOND RETIRING 

(By Sheldon S. Shafer) 
Ben Richmond, a cornerstone of local so-

cial activism for more than a quarter cen-
tury and a major advocate of economic 
equality, is retiring as president and CEO of 
the Louisville Urban League. 

Richmond announced his impending retire-
ment at an Urban League board meeting 
Tuesday, after serving as head of the civil- 
rights organization since 1987. 

Under the leadership of Richmond, a main-
stay in the push to improve economic devel-
opment in western Louisville, the Urban 
League has long been dedicated to promoting 
job training and education, primarily for 
Louisville’s poorer citizens. 

Richmond ‘‘has been one of the anchors for 
diversity and for stability in not only the Af-
rican-American community but the overall 
Louisville community,’’ said Raoul 
Cunningham, Louisville NAACP president. 
‘‘I am going to miss Ben, his counsel and his 
cooperative spirit.’’ 

Richmond ‘‘has become known around the 
country for innovative and groundbreaking 
approaches to helping residents improve 
their quality of life,’’ said Dan Hall, a Uni-
versity of Louisville vice president and the 
Urban League board chairman. ‘‘He is in-
tensely passionate about helping individuals 
find a pathway to success.’’ 

Richmond received Louisville Metro’s Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Freedom Award in 
2007, an annual recognition given by the city 
to a local activist dedicated to King’s prin-
ciples and who has promoted peace, equality 
and justice. 

Then-Mayor Jerry Abramson said at the 
time that ‘‘over his decades of leadership, 
countless lives have been improved through 
Ben’s tireless efforts in workforce develop-
ment, housing and youth programs.’’ 

The national Urban League was founded in 
1910, and the Louisville agency in 1921. The 
local league was set up chiefly to help rural 
black Southerners who had moved to Louis-
ville after World War I. 

The Louisville Urban League under Rich-
mond has greatly expanded its reach. It 
placed about 250 people in jobs last year and 
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